Plant material
The dried roots of A. membranaceus were collected from Ningxia Province, China, and the species authentication was performed by Prof. Ping Li from China Pharmaceutical University, Nanjing. A voucher specimen was deposited in the herbarium of the Biotechnology Research Institute, Division of Life Science, The Hong Kong University of Science and Technology.
Preparation of CAG
AG-IV (CAS registry no. 84687-43-4) was purchased from Medicass Biotechnologies. The purity is >95% by HPLC with ELSD detection method. CAG was synthesized from AG-IV by acid hydrolysis followed by purification using silica gel 
